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RoNAi.n A. CouiMAN. 2002. The Wild Orchids of Arizona and New Mexico. (ISBN 


0-8014-3050-7, hbk. 



House, 512 


Ithaca, NY 14850, (Orders: vvww.cornellpress.cornell.edu). $39.05, 272 pp, 
35 line drawings, 36 maps, 160 color plates, 6" x 9 1/4". 

This volume is just one ol many regional orchid floras published lor North America within the last 
lo years. Thmigh the NlHivc (hrhiih of the Unilcd Sidles unci (''umucIgi was published in by Cuir- 
lyle Luer, regic'inal floras, such as this one, update nomenelaturc and more clearly deline geographic 
ranges, .since Orehidaeeae is one ol the largest I hwvering plant I ami lies, has a cosmopiditan distribii- 
ii("m, and cK'eupies many diverse habitats, small regional 1 boras, like this one, pivn'ide a baseline e>l 
knowledge. C '.oleman presents to his readers a rather varicLl orchid 1 lora in Arizona and New Mexictx 
eompc3sed o\ species .md Id genera. The most diverse region in boih stales lor spotl ing orchids is 
the Mogollon Rim. The combination of high elevation aiul |')reei|oitai ion provides habitat lor orchids. 



ains dominate. I'or thevse interested 


in comparis(U3 to the rest ol the t\V(3 states where desert or 
in collecting orchids, you might think twice. All ol the orchidsol Arizona and a lew in New Mexicc"* 


are protected b\- law, so all \'ou should take away Irom your orchid hunting ad\Rmtures are photev 
graph s and memories. 

I he book begins with a lucid discussion ol 1 loral morphology, habitats and geographic distri- 
bution in Arizona and New Mexico, as well as inlormation on blooming seasons and conservation. 
Next, a key ic'* orchiel genera is provided and canild nen be more straightlorward. The terminolog\ is 
basic and wmild be useltil to anyone, even t hose wdth only a basic understanding ol botanical termi- 
nolog)'. hollowing the int roduction are genera and species descri|9iions. Genera and species arc listed 
in alphabetical order. For each genus, the autlior prewides a eitai ion (N elleci ive publicat ion. c\ ymol- 
ogy and a rather informal description or discussion (d the grou|x \'ov example, in the discussion on 
C'vpn jh'di u m, the reader learns that the lip ol t he 1 lower .serves as a i rap lo the pollinator, who once 
inside finds it hard toescape. Moreiwer, t he discussion on ( oi\il l(nii i ^d helpsenthusiasisclearly ilis- 
tinguisli the members of this genus from t lu^se ol Hcx'dld l f is. 11 there is more t haiome s|X'cies present, 
a ke\ is piawided holhnving the generic (,liscussions are species de.scriptions, u hicfi also include a 
citation of publication and ei)'inok\gy ol the epithet In addition, s\ ta^nymy. a short non tet hnical 
description, distribution, habitat, blooming season, cc^nservat icai issues and threats to each species 
are included, because the author has taken an inlormal approach to describing each species, it be- 
comes much more interesting to the reader. A case in point is the interesting story on launenclat ure 
ol ,S( /i i(xicc/lu (/neuni( (/ and how misapplied names ean lead to taxonomic coni usion. In the margin 
next to each species descript icui is a line drawing ol the I hnwr. 1 hcse illustrations provide a Israel i 
cal idem il icat ion tool. A dot map lor each species shows |9resence ol that species m Arizona and New 
Mexico count ies. 

,Se\'eral appendices conci tide the b(3ok: 1) lixcluded species. 2) Watcli list ol species not yet re- 
|5orted Irom Arizona or New Mexico, G llerbarium collect ions stu<,lieti. aiul 4) I Tst ri but ion ol or- 
chids in Arizema and New Mexico listed by count v. C'(4or phot(\graphs seem st rategicxdU' placed at 


the beginning ol the book, w' 



' can \\4iet the reader's api'iet ite. Most ol the photos arc* close 


ups(4| I IcYwers or 1 ruits, but alsc") include examples ol plants in liabilat. 

Ibis is a wx^nderl ul publicat ion on orchids packed with an abundanee ol inlormal ic9n usel ul to 
auN'one with any allinity t(3 orchids. Cudeirian's writ ing st \le is elear concise, and unpreient icnis It 
w'ould make a Icwelv addition tothe library ol a naii\'e plant lo\'er. Iiotanist. or (3rehid ent husiast .— 
Amy hdiilh Ndrc, Hotiiiiudl Rcsclik h /n.st ilidcol Icwiy u/i 5( u’ct, I -oil Won h, IX. 7o!02 I \S.A., 

um\' / rdiil h(l^ydh(Uiuo}i. 
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